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October 11, 1866

Holland, Michigan

A letter to the editor of De Hope from a Rev. Mr. W. Raman of the Netherlands published
this date. Mr. Raman reported on a visit with Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte on September
7th. This person apparently had known VR well because he refers to their common
suffering thirty years ago. "He [Raman] witnessed how his Honorable [VR] rejected the
human ordinance to sing evangelical hymns in church, how he was forced out of his office
as Reformed Minister for Jesus' honor and praise and for His sake."
As to 'VR's speaking at a prayer meeting, Raman wrote: "Never will we forget the words
of Acts 11.5. How forceful and striking, how concise and powerful, how simple and
moving were his words on this text! For the congregation and each person present his
words were humbling, crushing and comforting at the same time."
Raman reported that the Van Raaltes left for America from Rotterdam on September 14.
Raman is a pastor and was at that meeting as well as a F. Rederus. Note: a Francis
Rederus is listed in the Historical Directory of the Reformed Church in America, 1992,
on page 189. Francis Rederus came to America in 1872 as well as his son, Sipko Francis
Rederus.

In Dutch. Translated by Simone Kennedy, 1997.

Original in the archives of Hope College, the Joint Archives of Holland, at Hope College.

1866, October 11

Translation by Simone Kennedy, 12/16/97

De Hope, 11 October 1866: "Dr. van Raalte" by W. Raman
De Hope: 11 oktober 1866: "Dr. van Raalte" door W. Raman

Unforgettable was the day and the evening of September the 7ll', 1866, when we
had the pleasure to see and hear Dr. van Raalte in our midst. Thirty years ago, a
time that went by so quickly, this place was a place of prayer, thanksgiving,
struggle and praise for him and his brother-in-law and brother in the vineyard the
Rev. A. Brummelkamp. Here II witnessed God's faithfulness and truth, upheld by
the Rev. B. He witnessed how his Honorable rejected the human ordinance to
sing evangelical hymns in church, how he was forced out of his office as
Reformed Minister for Jesus' honor and praise and for His sake. Here we shared
in suffering and joy. Here we tasted the delightful things, while the bitter herbs,
prepared by our enemies, were transformed by power from heaven in
exceptionally sweet things. Here we suffered defamation and God blessed us. No
wonder that Dr. van Raalte observed everything here with alternating sensations.
How sweet and powerful does that relate us to God again!
For many friends and acquaintances it was a surprising joy to see him and
listen to him preach. His sonorous voice still thunders in the Reformed Church
and in the small gathering places of simple people. At that time the government

'The authors uses the third person while speaking of himself in Dutch.
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guarded a small number of only 19, although they did not exclude Him who said
to His Disciples: "Peace be with you!"
Perceptibly and visibly He led His faithful. Those days will continue to be
unforgettable, especially since many witnessed the Doctor preach in our own
Church. Our prayer meetings on Wednesdays are well attended, but much larger
was the crowd on this occasion. Never will we forget the words of Acts 11:5.
How forceful and striking, how concise and powerful, how simple and moving
were his words on this text! For the congregation and each person present his
words were humbling, crushing and comforting at the same time. Also for us, the
Ministers present, his words were instructive, humiliating, comforting and
delightful at once. Enthusiastically and prayerfully we were able to sing Psalm
134: 4 to him
It is touching to think of his departure for North America, but our faith
rejoices in the temporary separation, be it shorter or longer. Even though the time
of prayerful farewell has come for him and his beloved ones, we will one day live,
without being separated by an ocean: "blessed are those who die in the Lord!"

Jehovah will prserve thee when
The waves of trouble roll;
He will preserve thy soul.
When going out or coming in,
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The Lord will thee deliver
From henceforth and forever.2

Hattem, September 81, 1866.

W. Raman

The Ministers who were present were: Drs. F. Rederus, W. Raman, Drs. Osti and
the retired Minister Scheurkogel, both from the Reformed Church.
Friday morning, the 14'h of September at 10 a.m., Dr. Van Raalte departed
with his wife from Rotterdam for America. We have rejoiced in his visit to the
old country, and his stay and preaching were a blessing for many. The Lord be
with him and bring him safely back to his own people!

From the Psalter Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Churches, 1959, No. 259. Psalm 121: "Unto the Hills
I Lift Mine Eyes."
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